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Mr* Gladstone's work* Nevertheless, he allowed the circular
to be issued, for now the wilder men, driven to their excesses
by the excesses of the Government and the crass conduct
of the landlords whom the Government upheld, were reviving
the policy of violence and murder which Parnell had put
down* The state of the people in the west steadily grew
worse* General Gordon, who visited Ireland in the winter
of 1880, wrote that, " from all accounts and my own observa-
tion, the state of our fellow-countrymen in the parts I have
named is worse than that of any people in the world, let
alone Europe/* and he described them as " lying on the
verge of starvation in places where we would not keep
cattle/*
The Government were now brought up short. Their
thoughts, according to Mr* Morley, were " violently drawn
from Dulcigno and Thessaly, from Batoum and Erzeroum,
from the wild squalor of Macedonia and Armenia to squalor
not less wild in Connaught and Munster, in Mayo, Galway,
Sligo, and Kerry/*1 The House of Lords, invincibly fatuous
about Ireland, had thrown out the Compensation for Dis-
turbance Bill after two days of contemptuous discussion*
What was the Government now to do ? It did what Govern-
ments seemed always to do in those days: it fell back upon
coercion* When a man cries out with hunger, you tighten
his belt for him; and if he protests that this is a poor sub-
stitute for food, you kick him in the stomach* Constables
and soldiers were poured into the disaffected areas* " In
Galway they had a policeman for every forty-seven adult
males, and a soldier for every ninety-seven/'2 Lord Cowper,
the Lord-Lieutenant, and Mr* Forster, the Chief Secretary^
had made up their minds that Parnell was the source of all
the trouble* They did not think that he instigated the
1  Life of Gladstone, by John Morley, bk* viii*, chap* iv*, sect* 3+,
2  Ibid.